


Author/Translator – Thérèse Osborne, a lay missionary in El 
Salvador for many years, has been a close friend of  COAR 
since its founding in 1980. At the request of the Board of 
Trustees of COAR Peace Mission, Thérèse researched and 
wrote this history in both Spanish and English as a labor 
of love. The Spanish version was first published in 2005 in 
El Salvador on the occasion of COAR’s 25th anniversary. 
The present edition includes the story of COAR retold in 
English, as well as the original story told in Spanish.

Autora/Traductora – Thérèse Osborne, misionera laica, es amiga de COAR desde 
hace muchos años. Ella escribió esta historia primero en español (publicada en El 
Salvador el 15 de agosto de 2005, día del XXV aniversario de COAR) y después en 
inglés, como un trabajo de amor. 

Project Leadership – Father Robert Sanson (Padre Roberto) is Pastor of St. Joseph 
Church in Strongsville, Ohio. He serves on the Board of 
Trustees of COAR Peace Mission, and was a schoolmate and 
close friend of Father Ken Myers who founded COAR. He is 
shown here at the home of Archbishop Oscar Romero at the 
Divina Providencia Hospital in San Salvador.
Liderazgo del proyecto – Padre Roberto Sanson es párroco de 
la Parroquia Saint Joseph, Strongsville, Ohio. Él es tesorero 
del Consejo directivo de COAR Peace Mission (Misión COAR 
para la Paz), y fue compañero y buen amigo del Padre 

Ken Myers, el fundador de COAR. Aquí se ve frente a la habitación de Monseñor 
Romero en las instalaciones del Hospital de la Divina Providencia, San Salvador.

Editorial Assistant – Tonya Barba (third from left) from 
Strongsville, Ohio, is a high school Spanish teacher who has 
served and stayed at COAR to teach English to the students 
during her summer holidays.
Redacción - Tonya Barba (centro) de Strongsville, Ohio, es 
profesora de español de bachillerato. Ella se ha quedado 
en COAR durante sus vacaciones para enseñar inglés a los 

alumnos y alumnas.

Layout/Printing Production – Norbert Hobrath from Strongsville, 
Ohio, went to El Salvador in 2008 on a mission trip with 
his 17-year-old son Noah from Walsh Jesuit High School 
in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, to help out at COAR. It was an 
experience that changed their lives.
Diseño/Impresión – Norbert Hobrath de Strongsville, Ohio, 
hizo un viaje misionero a El Salvador en 2008 con Noah, 

su hijo de 17 años de edad, alumno del colegio Walsh Jesuit High School. Fue una 
experiencia que les cambió la vida.

Book Publishing Team / Consejo Editorial COAR Children’s Village 
COAR Children’s Village, founded in 1980, is part of the Archdiocese of San 
Salvador. It comprises a Residential Unit, Santa Teresita Clinic, and school for 800 
children. Sister Santiaga Mejía Vásquez CCVI is the Executive Director.

Coar Peace Mission
In 1985 COAR Peace Mission was formally established in Cleveland, Ohio, as 
a 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization to support COAR Children’s Village in El 
Salvador. Father Joseph Kraker was elected president of the board and Rosemary 
Smith, who worked in El Salvador from 1964 to 1980 as a lay missionary, was 
named Executive Director. Today, the operation is headed by Mary K. Stevenson.

COAR Peace Mission carries out its mission through supporting COAR 
Children’s Village as well as promoting and funding projects that benefit the entire 
community. Donors are found throughout the United States as well as in other 
countries. 

Mission Statement
 

COAR Peace Mission strives to promote justice, continuity and peace 

in El Salvador through the support of effective programs in health, 

education and welfare which assist children and others not only to 

develop their own full human potential but also to contribute to the 

betterment of the world in which they live.


